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COVID-19 COMMITTEE

 
AGENDA

 
3rd Meeting, 2021 (Session 5)

 
Thursday 28 January 2021

 
The Committee will meet at 10.30 am in a virtual meeting and broadcast on
www.scottishparliament.tv.
 
1. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether to

take item 4 and the consideration of its work programme at any future meetings
in private.

 
2. Ministerial Statements: Covid-19; and Subordinate legislation: The

Committee will  take evidence on the latest Ministerial statements on Covid-19;
the  Health  Protection  (Coronavirus)  (Restrictions  and  Requirements)  (Local
Levels)  (Scotland)  Amendment  (No.  12)  Regulations  2021  (SSI  2021/17)  and
the  Health  Protection  (Coronavirus)  (Restrictions  and  Requirements)  (Local
Levels)  (Scotland)  Amendment  (No.  13)  Regulations  2021  (SSI  2021/25)
from—

 
Michael Russell, Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, Europe and
External Affairs, and Professor Jason Leitch, National Clinical Director,
Scottish Government.
 

3. Subordinate legislation: Michael  Russell,  Cabinet  Secretary  for  the
Constitution, Europe and External Affairs to move—

 
S5M-23888— That the COVID-19 Committee recommends that the Health
Protection  (Coronavirus)  (Restrictions  and  Requirements)  (Local  Levels)
(Scotland)  Amendment  (No.  12)  Regulations  2021  (SSI  2021/17)  be
approved.
 
S5M-23915— That the COVID-19 Committee recommends that the Health
Protection  (Coronavirus)  (Restrictions  and  Requirements)  (Local  Levels)
(Scotland)  Amendment  (No.  13)  Regulations  2021  (SSI  2021/25)  be
approved.
 

4. Work programme: The Committee will consider its work programme.
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Covid-19 Committee 
 

3rd Meeting, 2021 (Session 5), Thursday 28 January 2021 
 

Ministerial Statement: Covid-19; and Subordinate Legislation 
 
 

Introduction 
 
1. At this meeting, the Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, Europe and External 
Affairs (‘the Cabinet Secretary’), Michael Russell MSP and Professor Jason Leitch, 
National Clinical Director for the Scottish Government, will give evidence under 
agenda item 2.  
 
2. The Committee will take evidence under this agenda item on the policy 
announcements arising from the Ministerial statements on Covid-19 that have been 
made since the Committee’s last meeting.  
 
3. The Committee will also take evidence on the following subordination legislation 
under agenda item 2, before it considers the corresponding motions, under agenda 
item 3― 

 
• The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local 

Levels) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 12) Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/17) (from 
here on referred to as ‘SSI 2021/17 – Reg No.12’) 

• The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local 
Levels) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 13) Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/25) (from 
here on referred to as ‘SSI 2021/25 – Reg No.13’) 

 
 
Ministerial statements on COVID-19: Tuesday 19 and 26 January 2021 
 
4. On 23 October 2020, the Scottish Government published the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): Scotland's Strategic Framework, which came into effect on 2 November 
2020. The Scottish Government reviews the latest guidance under the Strategic 
Framework on a weekly basis. Following the review, any changes to the guidance are 
published on the Scottish Government’s Coronavirus (COVID-19): protection levels - 
reviews and evidence webpages. 
 
  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/17/made/data.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/17/made/data.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/25/made/data.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/25/made/data.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-19-scotlands-strategic-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels-reviews-and-evidence/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels-reviews-and-evidence/
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Weekly SPICe Covid-19 Update 
 

5. SPICe produces a weekly briefing entitled ‘Weekly SPICe Covid-19 Update’ (see 
Paper 2). This provides Members with links to the latest guidance and supporting 
information published by the Scottish Government, in addition to a selection of 
websites providing information on wider health and social and economic indicators in 
Scotland.   
 
 
Subordinate Legislation 
 
Policy Background: SSI 2021/17 – Reg No. 12 
 
6. Following the First Minister’s statement on 13 January 2021 the Scottish 
Government laid SSI 2021/17 on the afternoon of 14 January 2021.  
 
7. The Committee took evidence on the draft version of SSI 2021/17 – Reg No. 12 
at its meeting on the morning of 14 January 2021. At that meeting, the Committee also 
considered The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Protection from Eviction) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2020 (‘SSI 2020/425’), which are revoked by SSI 2021/17 – Reg No. 12, 
as explained in the Explanatory Note― 
 

“Regulation 14 revokes the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Protection from 
Eviction) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 which contained temporary provisions 
(which have now expired). Regulation 14 also revokes regulation 7 of the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Miscellaneous 
Amendments) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 which is now spent.”  

 
8. At the Committee’s last meeting, the Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, 
Europe and External Affairs committed to ask Kevin Stewart MSP, Minister for Local 
Government, Housing and Planning to provide a written update on the consultation 
that took place in relation to SSI 2020/425. The Minister’s written response is provided 
in Annexe A. This explains that the temporary ban on evictions in levels 3 and 4 has 
now been extended from 22 January until 31 March by virtue of SSI 2021/17 – Reg 
No 12― 

 
“…these provisions will expire when the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 does. 
As you are aware, currently the Act is in place until 31 March and, if required, 
can be extended until September 2021 (subject to approval by Parliament) at 
the latest.” 
 

9. The regulations contained in SSI 2021/17 came into force on 16 January, with 
the exception of Regulations 4, 5, 6 and 14, which came into force on 22 January. A 
copy of the SSI and policy note is provided in Annexe B to this paper. According to 
the policy note, the purpose of the instrument is as follows― 
 

“These Regulations amend the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions 
and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 to prohibit 
evictions from taking place in Level 3 or 4 areas.  
 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13046&i=118022
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/17/pdfs/ssipn_20210017_en.pdf
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These Regulations also require the closure of child contact centres, with the 
exception of child contact centres which are provided by local authorities. An 
exception is also made for all contact centres to be allowed to open for the 
purpose of handovers of a child to a person with whom they do not or will not 
live, and their return from a handover to a person with whom they do or will live.  
 
The Regulations allow premises which are required to close to the public to 
open, if it is for the purposes of providing a venue for vaccination.  
 
These Regulations adjust the restrictions surrounding click and collect services.  
 
They also prohibit the consumption of alcohol in outdoor public places and do 
not allow customers to enter food takeaway outlets in Level 4 areas.  
 
These Regulations tighten the existing stay at home requirement to ensure non-
essential activities are not undertaken when leaving the home for permitted 
activities and restrict the ability to carry out work or services for the upkeep, 
maintenance or functioning of other people’s homes to essential work only in 
Level 4 areas.  
 
Finally, these Regulations make minor amendments to correct inaccuracies in 
the principal Regulations.” 

 
10. The Scottish Government has provided the following associated impact 
assessments to accompany SSI 2021/17― 
 

• Equality Impact Assessment 
• Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment 
• Children’s Right and Wellbeing Impact Assessment  
• Island Communities Impact Assessment  

 
11. A SPICe briefing providing further information on SSI 2021/17 is included in the 
meeting pack as a private briefing (see Paper 3).  
 
Policy Background: SSI 2021/25 – Reg No. 13 
 
12. Following the First Minister’s statement on 19 January 2021 the Scottish 
Government laid SSI 2021/25, which came into force on 20 January. A copy of the SSI 
and policy note is provided in Annexe C to this paper. According to the policy note, 
the purpose of the instrument is as follows― 
 

“These Regulations amend the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions 
and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 to set out 
changes to the level that applies to the Isle of Barra and the Isle of Vatersay to 
Level 4, whilst all other areas remain in the same levels.” 

 
13. The Scottish Government has provided the following associated impact 
assessment to accompany SSI 2021/25― 
 

• Island Communities Impact Assessment  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/17/pdfs/ssieqia_20210017_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/17/pdfs/ssifia_20210017_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/17/pdfs/ssifia_20210017_en_001.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/17/pdfs/ssifia_20210017_en_002.pdf
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=13062&i=118179
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/25/pdfs/ssipn_20210025_en.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/25/pdfs/ssiod_20210025_en.pdf
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14. A SPICe briefing providing further information on SSI 2021/25 is included in the 
meeting pack as a private briefing (see Paper 3).  
 
Parliamentary Procedure  
  
15. Both SSIs are subject to the made affirmative procedure.  

 
Made affirmative instruments  
 
16. The Coronavirus Act 2020 gives the Scottish Government emergency powers to 
lay regulations for ‘health protection’ measures, which can come into effect 
immediately. The measures introduced using this procedure can remain in force for 
28 days without parliamentary approval. If the Scottish Government intends for the 
measures to be in force for longer than 28 days, parliamentary approval is required 
and must be obtained within the initial 28-day period.   
 
17. This is explained in detail in the policy note for each made affirmative SSI, which 
states that the regulations are made “in exercise of the power conferred by paragraph 
1(1) of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020. The instrument is subject to the made 
affirmative procedure by virtue of paragraph 6(3) of schedule 19 of the Act.” This 
provides that if Scottish Ministers consider that regulations need to be made urgently—  

 
“the regulations (the “emergency regulations”)—  
 
(a) must be laid before the Scottish Parliament; and  
 
(b) cease to have effect on the expiry of the period of 28 days beginning with 
the date on which the regulations were made unless, before the expiry of that 
period, the regulations have been approved by a resolution of the Parliament.”   

 
 
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee (‘DPLR’) Consideration 
 
18. The DPLR Committee will consider SSI 2021/17 and SSI 2021/25 at its meeting 
on 26 January 2021. Should the DPLR Committee have any points to raise, these will 
be highlighted to the Committee in advance of its meeting. 
 
 
Subordinate Legislation (Motion S5M-23888 and S5M-23915) 
 
19. Under agenda item 3, the Cabinet Secretary will be invited to move motions― 
 

• S5M-23888: That the COVID-19 Committee recommends that the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 
(Scotland) Amendment (No. 12) Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/17) be approved; 
 

• S5M-23915: That the COVID-19 Committee recommends that the Health 
Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 
(Scotland) Amendment (No. 13) Regulations 2021 (SSI 2021/25) be approved. 

https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-23888&ResultsPerPage=10
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5M-23915&ResultsPerPage=10
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Next steps 
 
20. The Committee will publish a report setting out its consideration of the motions 
under agenda item 3 in due course. 
 

Committee Clerks  
26 January 2021 

 



Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by 

the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 

Minister for Local Government, Housing and Planning 

Kevin Stewart MSP 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 



Donald Cameron MSP
COVID-19 Committee
The Scottish Parliament
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP

___

25 January 2021

Dear Donald

Further to Mr Russell’s appearance before the Committee on 14 January, as Minister for 
Local Government, Housing and Planning, I am responding to questions raised around the
extension of the ban on the enforcement of eviction orders in the private and social rented
sectors (SSI 2020/425).

Committee members asked about consultation on these regulations. As a result of the new
variant, it has become even more important to ensure that people are not forced to find a
new home, or forced to move from one place to another as they have nowhere to go. Since
the start of the year, we have seen a step change in the incidence and prevalence of the
virus, and we anticipate that this will lead to increased hospital admissions and mortality.

Therefore in order to protect public health, it was essential that the Scottish Government took
quick action, and the expedited timeframe meant that it was not possible to undertake the
consultation that would take place in normal circumstances.  However, I would like to
reassure the Committee that we have since met with COSLA, the Private Rented Sector
Resilience Group, a diverse group including members who represent tenants, along with
landlord representative bodies and have sought their feedback and comments. We will
continue to engage with those groups and consider their feedback as these interventions are
regularly reviewed.

Committee members also asked about whether we would extend the ban for the duration of
2021, in view of the hardship people may face.  We recognise that both tenants and
landlords may be facing significant financial hardship at this time, and we have put in place a
range of support – such as launching the £10m Tenant Hardship Loan Fund and the £5m
Landlord Support Loan Fund. We have ran a number of information campaigns to ensure
tenants are aware of their rights at this time and I also wrote to every private rented tenant in
Scotland last year, signposting them to the range of financial advice and support available.

CVD/S5/21/3/1 
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Any extension to the current ban on the enforcement of eviction orders, will be kept under
review. Indeed the regulations include provisions for a review every 21 days. These
regulations apply in levels 3 and 4 areas only, reflecting where prevalence of the virus is at
its highest, and we will continue to take proportionate and appropriate action where
necessary to protect people.

The Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 already protects all tenants in Scotland from any
eviction action for up to 6 months by increasing the required notice periods. The policy
intention is that the extended notice period allows tenants to stay safe in their homes,
provides extra time for them to plan for the future and to apply for all the financial support
they may be entitled to, increasing the chances of the tenancy being able to continue.

The policy intention behind the extension of the ban on the enforcement of eviction orders in
the private and social rented sectors, which is the subject of these specific regulations, is to
prevent the spread of the virus by preventing homelessness and the associated risk of
people having no choice but to enter and mix in (possibly multiple) other households in the
highest prevalence areas.

Both of these provisions will expire when the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 does. As you
are aware, currently the Act is in place until 31 March and, if required, can be extended until
September 2021 (subject to approval by Parliament) at the latest.

Kind regards

KEVIN STEWART
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Regulations made by the Scottish Ministers and laid before the Scottish Parliament under 

paragraph 6(3) of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020 for approval by resolution of the 

Scottish Parliament within 28 days beginning with the day on which the Regulations were made, 

not taking into account any period of dissolution or recess for more than 4 days. 

S C O T T I S H  S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U M E N T S

2021 No. 17 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 

Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 12) 

Regulations 2021 

Made - - - - at 12.50 p.m. on 14th January 2021 

Laid before the Scottish Parliament at 3.00 p.m. on 14th January 2021 

Coming into force in accordance with regulation 1(2) and (3) 

The Scottish Ministers make the following Regulations in exercise of the power conferred by 

paragraph 1(1) of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020(a) (“the Act”) and all other powers 

enabling them to do so. 

These Regulations are made in response to the serious and imminent threat to public health which 

is posed by the incidence and spread of coronavirus in Scotland. 

The Scottish Ministers consider that the restrictions and requirements imposed by these 

Regulations are proportionate to what they seek to achieve, which is a public health response to 

that threat. 

In accordance with paragraph 6(2) and (3) of schedule 19 of the Act, the Scottish Ministers are of 

the opinion that, by reason of urgency, it is necessary to make these Regulations without a draft 

having been laid before, and approved by, a resolution of the Scottish Parliament. 

Citation and commencement 

1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 

Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 12) Regulations 2021. 

(2) Subject to paragraph (3), these Regulations come into force on 16 January 2021.

(3) Regulations 4, 5, 6 and 14 come into force on 22 January 2021.

(a) 2020 c.7. 
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Amendment of the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local 

Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 

2. The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2020(a) are amended in accordance with regulations 3 to 12. 

Amendment to regulation 4: enforcement of requirements 

3. In regulation 4 (enforcement of requirements)— 

(a) in paragraph (8), for “or (7)” substitute “, (7) or (7A)”, 

(b) in paragraph (9) for “or (7)” substitute “, (7) or (7A)”. 

Amendment to regulation 5: offences and penalties 

4. In regulation 5(1) (offences and penalties)— 

(a) in sub-paragraph (d) for “7(1)(b) and 8”, substitute “7(1)(b), 8 and 9A”, 

(b) in sub-paragraph (e) for “8(1)(b) and 9”, substitute “8(1)(b), 9 and 10A”. 

Amendment to schedule 4: residential tenancies (eviction) 

5. In schedule 4 (level 3 restrictions), after paragraph 9 (requirement to collect and share 

information: restaurants, cafes, bars, public houses, etc.) insert— 

“Residential tenancies (eviction) 

9A.—(1) No person may attend at a dwelling house for the purpose of— 

(a) serving a charge for removing, or 

(b) executing a decree for removing from heritable property. 

(2) Sub-paragraph (1) does not apply where the charge for removing relates to a decree 

for removing from heritable property, or where the decree for removing from heritable 

property is, granted wholly or partly on the basis that possession is sought in the 

circumstances as specified in— 

(a) Case 2 (nuisance, annoyance or conviction for using or allowing the dwelling-

house to be used for immoral or illegal purposes) in schedule 2 of the Rent 

(Scotland) Act 1984(b), 

(b) Ground 15 (conviction for certain offences, acting in an anti-social manner or 

pursuing a course of anti-social conduct) in schedule 5 of the Housing (Scotland) 

Act 1988(c), 

(c) Paragraph 2 (conviction for certain offences), 7 (anti-social behaviour or 

harassment) or 8 (nuisance, annoyance or harassment) of schedule 2 of the 

Housing (Scotland) Act 2001(d), or 

(d) Paragraph 13 (criminal behaviour), 14 (anti-social behaviour) or 15 (association 

with person who has relevant conviction or engaged in relevant anti-social 

behaviour) in schedule 3 of the Private Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 

2016(e). 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) S.S.I. 2020/344, amended by S.S.I. 2020/347, S.S.I. 2020/374, S.S.I. 2020/389, S.S.I. 2020/392, S.S.I. 2020/400, S.S.I. 

2020/ 415, S.S.I. 2020/427, S.S.I. 2020/439, S.S.I. 2020/452, S.S.I. 2020/471, S.S.I. 2021/1 and S.S.I. 2021/3. 
(b) 1984 c.58. 
(c) 1988 c.43.  Ground 15 was substituted by section 23(4) of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (c.37). 
(d) 2001 asp 10. 
(e) 2016 asp 19. 
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(3) The period mentioned in section 16(5A)(c) of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001(a) 

(powers of court in possession proceedings) does not run during any period for which this 

paragraph has effect. 

(4) In this paragraph— 

“the 2007 Act” means the Bankruptcy and Diligence etc. (Scotland) Act 2007(b), 

“a charge for removing” means a charge to remove from subjects or premises, as 

required by section 216(1)(c) of the 2007 Act, in the case of a decree or order for 

removing from heritable property of a type mentioned in paragraph (f), (g) or (k) of 

section 214(2) of the 2007 Act(d), and 

“a decree for removing from heritable property” means a decree or order of a type 

mentioned in paragraph (f), (g) or (k) of section 214(2) of the 2007 Act.”. 

Amendment to schedule 5: residential tenancies (eviction) 

6. In schedule 5 (level 4 restrictions), after paragraph 10 (requirement to collect and share 

information: restaurants, cafes, bars, public houses, etc. in a level 4 area) insert— 

“Residential tenancies (eviction) 

10A.—(1) No person may attend at a dwelling house for the purpose of— 

(a) serving a charge for removing, or 

(b) executing a decree for removing from heritable property. 

(2) Sub-paragraph (1) does not apply where the charge for removing relates to a decree 

for removing from heritable property, or where the decree for removing from heritable 

property is, granted wholly or partly on the basis that possession is sought in the 

circumstances as specified in— 

(a) Case 2 (nuisance, annoyance or conviction for using or allowing the dwelling-

house to be used for immoral or illegal purposes) in schedule 2 of the Rent 

(Scotland) Act 1984, 

(b) Ground 15 (conviction for certain offences, acting in an anti-social manner or 

pursuing a course of anti-social conduct) in schedule 5 of the Housing (Scotland) 

Act 1988, 

(c) Paragraph 2 (conviction for certain offences), 7 (anti-social behaviour or 

harassment) or 8 (nuisance, annoyance or harassment) of schedule 2 of the 

Housing (Scotland) Act 2001, or 

(d) Paragraph 13 (criminal behaviour), 14 (anti-social behaviour) or 15 (association 

with person who has relevant conviction or engaged in relevant anti-social 

behaviour) in schedule 3 of the Private Housing (Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016. 

(3) The period mentioned in section 16(5A)(c) of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2001 

(powers of court in possession proceedings) does not run during any period for which this 

paragraph has effect. 

(4) In this paragraph— 

“the 2007 Act” means the Bankruptcy and Diligence etc. (Scotland) Act 2007, 

“a charge for removing” means a charge to remove from subjects or premises, as 

required by section 216(1) of the 2007 Act, in the case of a decree or order for 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) Subsection (5A) was inserted by section 153(a) of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2010 (asp 17). 
(b) 2007 asp 3. 
(c) Section 216(1) was amended by section 58(5) and (6) and paragraph 92(a) of schedule 5 of the Criminal Finances Act 2017 

(c.22). 
(d) Section 214(2)  was relevantly amended by S.S.I. 2019/51. 
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removing from heritable property of a type mentioned in paragraph (f), (g) or (k) of 

section 214(2) of the 2007 Act, and 

“a decree for removing from heritable property” means a decree or order of a type 

mentioned in paragraph (f), (g) or (k) of section 214(2) of the 2007 Act.”. 

Amendment to Level 3: restrictions 

7. In schedule 4 (level 3 restrictions)— 

(a) in paragraph 1(3) (requirement to close certain premises in a Level 3 area to members of 

the public), after head (f) insert— 

“(g) any suitable premises to host vaccination services, where requested to do so by the 

Scottish Ministers, a local authority or a health board.”, 

(b) in paragraph 5 (restrictions on food and drink businesses in a Level 3 area), after sub-

paragraph (7) insert— 

“(8) Sub-paragraph (1) does not prevent the use of suitable premises to host vaccination 

services, where requested to do so by the Scottish Ministers, a local authority or a health 

board.”. 

Amendment to Level 4: restrictions 

8. In schedule 5 (level 4 restrictions)— 

(a) in paragraph 1(2), after head (u), insert— 

“(v) child contact centres”, 

(b) in paragraph 1(3) (requirement to close certain premises in a level 4 area to members of 

the public), after head (f) insert— 

“(g) any suitable premises to host vaccination services, where requested to do so by the 

Scottish Ministers, a local authority or a health board, 

(h) premises of a listed business in sub-paragraph (2)(v),— 

 (i) where— 

(aa) the child contact centre is provided by a local authority, and 

(bb) the contact is facilitated by a local authority, 

 (ii) for the purposes of— 

(aa) a handover of a child to a person with whom the child is not, or will not 

be, living, or 

(bb) for the return of a child from a handover to a person with whom the 

child is or will be living.”, 

(c) in paragraph 1(7), after “electrolysis)”, insert— 

““child contact centres” means any place that is used for the facilitation of contact 

between a child and a person with whom the child is not, or will not be, living 

(including the handover of the child to that person)”, 

(d) in paragraph 1A (requirement to close places of worship in a level 4 area to members of 

the public)(a)— 

(i) in sub-paragraph (2)(e) omit “vaccination centres”, 

(ii) after sub-paragraph (2) insert— 

“(2A) A place of worship may be used if it is a suitable premises to host vaccination 

services, where requested to do so by the Scottish Ministers, a local authority or a health 

board.”, 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) Paragraph 1A was inserted by S.S.I. 2021/3. 
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(e) in paragraph 2 (requirement to close retail and library premises in a Level 4 area to 

members of the public), after sub-paragraph (3) insert— 

“(4) Sub-paragraph (1) does not prevent the use of suitable premises to host vaccination 

services, where requested to do so by the Scottish Ministers, a local authority or a health 

board.”, 

(f) in paragraph 3(2)(d) (requirement to cease providing holiday accommodation in a Level 4 

area), for “or a local authority” substitute “, a local authority or a health board.”, 

(g) in paragraph 6 (closure of food and drink businesses in a Level 4 area), after sub-

paragraph (6) insert— 

“(7) Sub-paragraph (1) does not prevent the use of suitable premises to host vaccination 

services, where requested to do so by the Scottish Ministers, a local authority or a health 

board.”, 

(h) in paragraph 17(1)(a) (requirement to stay at home in Level 4 areas), after “leave” insert 

“or remain outside of”, 

(i) in paragraph 18(1)(b) (examples of reasonable excuse), after “leaving” insert “or 

remaining outside of”. 

Amendment to Level 4: restrictions on retail premises 

9. In schedule 5 (level 4 restrictions)— 

(a) in paragraph 2(1)(a), for “collection services” substitute “a permitted collection service”, 

(b) in paragraph 2(3)(u), omit “and outdoor car lots.”, 

(c) after paragraph 2(3)(u), insert— 

“(ua) subject to sub-paragraph (5), outdoor motor vehicle lots,”, 

(d) after paragraph 2(4), as inserted by regulation 8(e), insert— 

“(5) An outdoor motor vehicle lot may open only to the extent necessary to enable— 

(a) collection of a vehicle that has been purchased, or 

(b) delivery or collection of a vehicle for the purposes of a repair, MOT or service. 

(6) In this paragraph “permitted collection service” means a service that is provided— 

(a) by any of the following— 

 (i) baby equipment shops, 

 (ii) book shops, 

 (iii) clothing shops, 

 (iv) electrical goods shops, including repair shops, 

 (v) footwear shops, 

 (vi) garden centres and plant nurseries, 

 (vii) homeware shops, 

 (viii) key cutting shops, 

 (ix) libraries, and 

 (x) shoe repair shops, 

(b) by staggered appointment, with where reasonably practicable a gap between each 

appointment, and 

(c) where access to the premises is given only to the extent necessary to provide the 

service.”. 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) Paragraph 17 was inserted by S.S.I. 2021/1. 
(b) Paragraph 18 was inserted by S.S.I. 2021/1. 
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Amendment to Level 4: restrictions on food and drink businesses in level 4 area 

10. In schedule 5 (level 4 restrictions), in paragraph 6(2)(a) (closure of food and drink 

businesses in a level 4 area), insert at the end— 

“provided that the person responsible for carrying on the food and drink business 

ensures that— 

 (i) the food or drink is provided by means of a delivery to the customer, or 

 (ii) the customer who collects the food or drink does not enter into the premises to 

do so,”. 

Amendment to Level 4: restriction on gatherings in private dwellings 

11. In schedule 5 (level 4 restrictions), in paragraph 13(1)(c)(i) (restriction on gatherings in 

private dwellings in a Level 4 area), after “services” insert “, but, where the work or provision of 

services is for the purpose of the upkeep, maintenance or functioning of the dwelling, a person 

may attend the gathering only if the work or provision of services is essential for that purpose”. 

Amendment to Level 4: restriction on consumption of alcohol in a public place outdoors 

12. In schedule 5 (level 4 restrictions), after paragraph 18 (examples of reasonable excuse) 

insert— 

“PART 5 

Restriction on consumption of alcohol 

Restriction on consumption of alcohol in a public place outdoors in a Level 4 area 

19.—(1) A person must not consume alcohol in a public place outdoors located in a Level 

4 area. 

(2) For the purposes of the restriction in sub-paragraph (1)— 

(a) any liquid found in a container is presumed to conform to the description of the 

liquid on the container, 

(b) a container which is found to contain— 

 (i) no liquid, or 

 (ii) insufficient liquid to permit analysis 

is presumed to have contained, at the time of any alleged breach of that restriction, liquid 

which conformed to the description of the liquid on the container. 

(3) A person is not entitled to lead evidence for the purpose of rebutting a presumption 

mentioned in sub-paragraph (2) unless, not less than 7 days before the date of any trial in 

proceedings for an alleged offence for a breach of the restriction in sub-paragraph (1), that 

person has given notice to the prosecutor of an intention to do so.”. 

Amendment to schedule 5: minor corrections 

13. In schedule 5, in paragraph 18(2)(t)(iii) (examples of reasonable excuse)— 

(a) in sub-sub-head (cc) for “, (b) or (c)” substitute “or (c)”, and 

(b) in sub-sub-head (ff) omit “(i) or”. 
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Revocations 

14.—(1) The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Protection from Eviction) (Scotland) Regulations 

2020(a) are revoked. 

(2) In the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Miscellaneous 

Amendments) (Scotland) Regulations 2020(b), omit regulation 7 (amendment of the Health 

Protection (Coronavirus) (Protection from Eviction) (Scotland) Regulations 2020). 

 

 

 

 

 

 MICHAEL MATHESON 

 A member of the Scottish Government 

St Andrew’s House, 

Edinburgh 

At 12.50 p.m. on 14th January 2021 

                                                                                                                                            
(a) S.S.I. 2020/425. 
(b) S.S.I. 2020/439. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations) 

These Regulations amend the Health Protection (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2020 (“the Local Levels Regulations”). With the exception of regulations 

4, 5, 6 and 14, these Regulations come into force on 16 January 2021. Regulations 4, 5, 6 and 14 

come into force on 22 January. 

Regulations 3 and 13 make minor corrections. 

Regulation 4 amends regulation 5 of the Local Levels Regulations to provide that a person 

contravening a requirement in paragraph 9A of schedule 4 or paragraph 10A of schedule 5 does 

not commit an offence. 

Regulation 5 amends schedule 4 of the Local Levels Regulations to prevent in a Level 3 area, 

except in specified circumstances, attendance at a dwelling house for the purpose of serving a 

charge for removing or executing a decree for removing from heritable property (giving notice of 

or carrying out eviction order in relation to a residential tenancy of a dwelling house). 

Regulation 6 amends schedule 5 of the Local Levels Regulations to prevent in a Level 4 area, 

except in specified circumstances, attendance at a dwelling house for the purpose of serving a 

charge for removing or executing a decree for removing from heritable property (giving notice of 

or carrying out eviction order in relation to a residential tenancy of a dwelling house). 

The specified circumstances, for the purposes of regulations 5 and 6, are where possession of the 

dwelling house is sought on the basis of nuisance, annoyance or conviction for using or allowing 

the dwelling-house to be used for immoral or illegal purposes, anti-social behaviour, certain 

convictions or association with a person who has relevant convictions or a person who has 

engaged in relevant anti-social behaviour. 

Regulation 7 amends paragraph 1 of schedule 4 of the Local Level Regulations to exempt 

premises in Level 3 areas hosting vaccination services, at the request of the Scottish Ministers, 

local authority or a health board, from the requirement to close under that paragraph. Additionally, 

it amends paragraph 5 of that schedule to enable premises used by food and drink businesses to 

host vaccination services, at such request. 

Regulation 8 makes provision for certain child contact centres to be required to close in a level 4 

area. An exception is created, however, for child contact centres to open for the purposes of a 

handover of a child to a person they are not or will not be living with, and for their return from a 

handover to a person with whom the child is or will be living. Child contact centres provided by 

local authorities will be permitted to remain open. 

Regulation 8 amends schedule 5 to enable premises required to close in Level 4 areas, including 

retail and library premises and premises used by food and drink businesses, to host vaccination 

services at the request of the Scottish Ministers, local authority or a health board. Additionally, it 

amends paragraph 1A of that schedule to enable places of worship to host vaccination services at 

such request. 

Regulation 8 amends paragraphs 17 and 18 of schedule 5 of the Local Levels Regulations by 

widening the existing restriction on a person in a Level 4 area leaving the place in which they are 

living, without a reasonable excuse as set out in paragraph 18, to prohibit such persons remaining 

outside that place. 

Regulation 9 amends schedule 5 of the Local Levels Regulations with the effect that only 

specified businesses can arrange for goods bought remotely to be collected from their premises, 

and to further prescribe the conditions that must be met when goods are collected. It also restricts 

the circumstances in which motor vehicle lots can remain open. 

Regulation 10 further amends schedule 5 of the Local Levels Regulations to require that, where a 

food and drink business provides food or drink for consumption off the premises under paragraph 
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6(2)(a), the person responsible for the business must ensure that it is provided by means of a 

delivery to the customer or the customer who collects it does not enter the premises to do so. 

Regulation 11 amends paragraph 13(1)(c)(i) of schedule 5 of the Local Levels Regulations to 

narrow the exception from the prohibition on gatherings in private dwellings for the purpose of 

work or the provision of voluntary or charitable services. This creates a new restriction to apply to 

persons from two or more households gathering in a dwelling to do work or provide voluntary or 

charitable services for the purpose of the upkeep, maintenance or functioning of the dwelling. 

Such gatherings are to be permitted only where the work or services are essential for the purpose 

in question. 

Regulation 12 inserts a new Part into schedule 5 of the Local Levels Regulations to impose a 

prohibition on a person consuming alcohol in a public place outdoors in a Level 4 area. For the 

purposes of this prohibition, there is a presumption that any liquid in a container conforms, or 

where the container is empty, the liquid did conform, to the description of the liquid on the 

container. Any person charged with an offence of breaching the prohibition must give notice of an 

intention to rebut the presumption at trial. 

Regulation 14 revokes the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Protection from Eviction) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2020 which contained temporary provisions (which have now expired). Regulation 14 

also revokes regulation 7 of the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) 

(Miscellaneous Amendments) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 which is now spent. 
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POLICY NOTE 

 

THE HEALTH PROTECTION (CORONAVIRUS) (RESTRICTIONS AND 

REQUIREMENTS) (LOCAL LEVELS) (SCOTLAND) AMENDMENT (NO. 12) 

REGULATIONS 2021 

 

SSI 2021/17 

 

 

The above instrument was made in exercise of the power conferred by paragraph 1(1) of 

schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020.  The instrument is subject to made affirmative 

procedure by virtue of paragraph 6(3) of schedule 19 of the Act.   

 

These Regulations amend the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 

Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 to prohibit evictions from 

taking place in Level 3 or 4 areas.  These Regulations also require the closure of child 

contact centres, with the exception of child contact centres which are provided by local 

authorities. An exception is also made for all contact centres to be allowed to open for the 

purpose of handovers of a child to a person with whom they do not or will not live, and 

their return from a handover to a person with whom they do or will live.  The Regulations 

allow premises which are required to close to the public to open, if it is for the purposes of 

providing a venue for vaccination. These Regulations adjust the restrictions surrounding 

click and collect services. They also prohibit the consumption of alcohol in outdoor public 

places and do not allow customers to enter food takeaway outlets in Level 4 areas. These 

Regulations tighten the existing stay at home requirement to ensure non-essential activities 

are not undertaken when leaving the home for permitted activities and restrict the ability to 

carry out work or services for the upkeep, maintenance or functioning of other people’s 

homes to essential work only in Level 4 areas. Finally, these Regulations make minor 

amendments to correct inaccuracies in the principal Regulations. 

 

Legislative background 

 

1. The UK Coronavirus Act 2020 received Royal Assent on 25 March 2020. Under that 

Act, the Scottish Government made regulations (in force from 26 March) to implement 

physical distancing and impose restrictions on gatherings, events and operation of business 

activity. From 14 September they were replaced by the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 

(Restrictions and Requirements) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. From 9 October those 

regulations were suspended and replaced by the Health Protection (Coronavirus) Restrictions 

and Requirements) (Additional Temporary Measures) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. A new 

levels-based approach was introduced on 2 November, when the Health Protection 

(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 

(“the principal regulations”) came into force and revoked the previous regulations. 

 

Policy Objectives  

  

Evictions 

 

2. The emergence of a new variant of the virus has significantly altered the public health 

landscape and led to the First Minister’s announcement that from Tuesday 5 January, 

Certified copy from legislation.gov.uk Publishing CVD/S5/21/3/1 
ANNEXE B



 

 

mainland Scotland would move to a temporary Lockdown, with new guidance to stay at 

home except for essential purposes.  

 

3. The continued rise in cases caused by the new variant of the virus means that we must 

continue to take unprecedented action to ensure everyone, including renters, are protected 

from the health, social and economic harms of the virus by being able to remain in their 

homes during this time. 

 

4.  Therefore, this change will ensure no eviction orders can be served or executed within 

an area under level 3 or 4 restrictions.  These provisions will come into force from 22 

January, when the existing ban on service and enforcement of eviction orders expires. 

Evictions on certain grounds are excepted from these provisions (meaning that those 

evictions may still proceed). Those grounds, which we consider are the most serious 

circumstances, are nuisance or annoyance, antisocial behaviour, and criminal behaviour 

including domestic abuse. The key purpose in stopping evictions at this time is to prevent 

households becoming at risk of homelessness and being forced to enter (possibly multiple) 

other households at a time when that is prohibited. 

 

Child contact centres 

 

5.  These Regulations prohibit child contact centres from opening in Level 4 areas. At 

present, child contact centres have been advised to suspend face-to-face services but could 

decide to remain open in limited cases on the basis of the exception for public gatherings 

indoors, to facilitate shared parenting agreements. Given the new strain of coronavirus, we 

believe that child contact centres should be closed in law in Level 4 for supported and 

supervised contact. An exception is provided within the regulations, however, to allow child 

contact centres provided by local authorities to remain open. Child contact centres provided 

by local authorities facilitate contact for children in care, and are to be allowed to remain 

open to protect the wellbeing of these children. All child contact centres will also be allowed 

to remain open for the purpose of handovers of children to a person with whom they do not or 

will not live, as well as their return from a handover to a person with whom they do or will 

live. Handovers are encouraged to take place outdoors but may take place indoors if it would 

not be safe for this to happen outdoors.  

 

6. Whilst contact centres have had additional hygiene and physical distancing measures 

in place during the pandemic, for example, to ensure that toys etc. are cleaned after each 

session and that families remain in separate areas, there may be an increased risk of 

households mixing. Requiring child contact centres to close by law also allows for certainty 

amongst providers and parents who use the centres. It will address concerns that some contact 

services have expressed around their safety of staff and volunteers at Level 4. Closing child 

contact centres may mean that some parents and children are unable to maintain in person 

contact. However, where in person contact is suspended child contact centres are encouraged 

to facilitate virtual or phone contact between the parent and the child or letter box contact 

where this is safe for the child and both parents.      

 

Hosting vaccination services 

 

7.  These Regulations allow premises, which are usually required to remain closed to the 

public, to open for the purpose of hosting a vaccination service, where requested by the 

Scottish Ministers, a local authority or a health board. This change ensures any premises, 
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such as sport stadiums, which may be required for coronavirus vaccinations are able to open 

in order for the vaccination service to take place. The premises must still remain closed for 

their usual purpose.  

 

Adjustments to click and collect restrictions 

 

8. These Regulations adjust the current restrictions with regard to the provision of click 

and collect retail. The Regulations continue to allow essential retailers to provide click and 

collect services as well as remaining open to the public. The Regulations also allow a new list 

of retailers to provide a permitted collection service, but do not allow them to open to the 

public. This category includes -  

 

• Clothing and footwear stores 

• Homeware stores 

• Garden centres/plant nurseries 

• Baby equipment shops 

• Electrical goods (including repairs) 

• Key cutting and shoe repair shops 

• Bookstores and libraries 

• Outdoor motor vehicle lots 

 

9.  The Regulations restrict all other retailers from providing click and collect services 

during the current restrictions. They must also remain closed to the public as per the existing 

restrictions. These changes are required to ensure members of the public are only leaving 

their homes for the essential shopping. Allowing all retailers to provide click and collect 

services provides a temptation for members of the public to leave home to collect non-

essential items despite the stay at home requirement. Creating a category of retailer which 

can provide a permitted collection service has been done in order to provide click and collect 

options for people who may need certain items urgently in specific circumstances. Allowing 

clothing retailers to operate click and collect means that parents are able to access new 

clothing for growing children or students to obtain educational literature while studying from 

home, for example. If obtaining goods from these retailers is not essential in an individual’s 

circumstances then it is not permissible to leave the home to collect the items under the 

existing stay at home requirement.   

 

Public access to food takeaway outlets 

 

10. These Regulations prohibit food takeaway outlets from allowing customers to enter 

premises for collection of food or drink in Level 4 areas. This change is being introduced to 

allow these outlets to operate in a safer way for staff and customers, while recognising the 

importance of allowing them to remain open to provide an essential service for those who are 

unable to cook a hot meal. This is particularly important for essential workers, for example 

lorry drivers. Customers cannot enter the premises but food or drink can be provided to the 

customer via a hatch or through an opened door. 

 

Public alcohol consumption 

 

11. Takeaway alcohol from bars and pubs has been highlighted as a transmission risk as it 

encourages people to congregate in the area around the venue and consume any purchases. 

To address this, the Regulations introduce a ban on consumption of alcohol in outdoor public 
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places in Level 4 areas of Scotland, as is already the case in some local authority areas. This 

approach has been considered more appropriate than restricting some businesses from selling 

takeaway alcohol as it also removes the ability for individuals to purchase alcohol from other 

vendors, such as supermarkets, and gather with friends or family in public places to consume 

the products. Goods can still be purchased for consumption at home from all vendors 

consuming alcohol outside in any public place is now prohibited. For the purposes of 

enforcement of the restriction, there is a presumption that any liquid in a container conforms, 

or where the container is empty, the liquid did conform, to the description of the liquid on the 

container. Notice must be given if a person charged with an offence of breaching the 

restriction intends to rebut the presumption at trial. 

 

Adjustment to stay at home requirement 

 

12. These Regulations adjust the existing stay at home requirement in order to ensure that 

no ‘incidental’ activity otherwise not permitted, shopping for things that are not essential for 

example, is undertaken on a trip outside the home for essential purposes. This change tightens 

the existing rules to ensure any opportunities for non-essential social contact are limited even 

further.  

 

Work on the home 

 

13. The current Level 4 guidance is that only essential work should take place, these 

Regulations put that guidance into law. There is an increased risk of transmission associated 

with work carried out on the home, as it introduces additional person(s) into the home and 

takes place in an enclosed environment where less stringent measures may be in place. It is 

acknowledged, however, that restricting all work carried out on the home is not practical, 

since essential work will still need to be done, e.g. essential boiler maintenance/repair, 

emergency plumbing etc. Vulnerable people will also need carers and cleaners to have 

access. The regulations already permit leaving the home to provide supplies for the essential 

upkeep, maintenance and functioning of the household, or the household of a vulnerable 

person. To address the issue of households mixing for the purpose of non-essential home 

improvements, we are tightening the restrictions on gathering for the purpose of carrying out 

work on a private dwelling to allow this only where it is necessary for the essential upkeep, 

maintenance and functioning of the dwelling.  

 

Consultation  

 

14. There has been no public consultation in relation to this instrument. The Scottish 

Government has informally consulted with the industry bodies affected. 

 

Impact Assessments 

 

15. An Equality Impact Assessment, a Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment, a 

Children’s Right and Wellbeing Impact Assessment and an Island Communities Impact 

Assessment have been prepared for this instrument. Other Impact Assessments have not been 

prepared for this instrument. The provisions are however subject to strict obligations on the 

Scottish Government to review their necessity. 

 

Scottish Government 

Directorate for Constitution and Cabinet 
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Regulations made by the Scottish Ministers and laid before the Scottish Parliament under paragraph
6(3) of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020 for approval by resolution of the Scottish Parliament
within 28 days beginning with the day on which the Regulations were made, not taking into account
any period of dissolution or recess for more than 4 days.

SCOTTISH STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2021 No. 25

PUBLIC HEALTH

The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions
and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland)

Amendment (No. 13) Regulations 2021

Made       -      -      -      -
at 12.10 p.m. on

19th January 2021
Laid before the Scottish
Parliament       -      -      -      -

at 3.30 p.m. on 19th
January 2021

Coming into force       -      - 20th January 2021

The Scottish Ministers make the following Regulations in exercise of the power conferred by
paragraph 1(1) of schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020(1) (“the Act”) and all other powers
enabling them to do so.
These Regulations are made in response to the serious and imminent threat to public health which
is posed by the incidence and spread of coronavirus in Scotland.
The Scottish Ministers consider that the restrictions and requirements imposed by these Regulations
are proportionate to what they seek to achieve, which is a public health response to that threat.
In accordance with paragraph 6(2) and (3) of schedule 19 of the Act, the Scottish Ministers are of the
opinion that, by reason of urgency, it is necessary to make these Regulations without a draft having
been laid before, and approved by, a resolution of the Scottish Parliament.

Citation and commencement

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and
Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Amendment (No. 13) Regulations 2021 and come into
force on 20 January 2021.

(1) 2020 c.7.
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Amendment of the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local
Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020

2. The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels)
(Scotland) Regulations 2020(2) are amended in accordance with regulation 3.

Changes to levels of areas

3. In the table in schedule 6 (areas)—
(a) in column 2 (area) of entry 34 (Na h-Eileanan Siar), after “Siar” insert “(except the area

set out in row 35)”,
(b) after entry 34 insert—

“35 The Isle of Barra and the
Isle of Vatersay

4”

St Andrew’s House,
Edinburgh
At 12.10 p.m. on 19th January 2021

MICHAEL RUSSELL
A member of the Scottish Government

(2) S.S.I. 2020/344, amended by S.S.I. 2020/347, S.S.I. 2020/374, S.S.I. 2020/389, S.S.I. 2020/392, S.S.I. 2020/400, S.S.I.
2020/415, S.S.I. 2020/427, S.S.I. 2020/439, S.S.I. 2020/452, S.S.I. 2020/471, S.S.I. 2021/1, S.S.I. 2021/3 and S.S.I. 2021/17.
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations)

These Regulations amend the Health Protection (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels)
(Scotland) Regulations 2020 (“the Local Levels Regulations”). These Regulations come into force
on 20 January 2021.
Regulation 3 amends the table at schedule 6 of the Local Levels Regulations, to apply level 4
restrictions and requirements to the Isle of Barra and the Isle of Vatersay.
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POLICY NOTE 

 

THE HEALTH PROTECTION (CORONAVIRUS) (RESTRICTIONS AND 

REQUIREMENTS) (LOCAL LEVELS) (SCOTLAND) AMENDMENT (NO. 13) 

REGULATIONS 2021 

 

SSI 2021/25 

 

 

The above instrument was made in exercise of the power conferred by paragraph 1(1) of 

schedule 19 of the Coronavirus Act 2020.  The instrument is subject to made affirmative 

procedure by virtue of paragraph 6(3) of schedule 19 of the Act.   

 

These Regulations amend the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and 

Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 to set out changes to the level 

that applies to the Isle of Barra and the Isle of Vatersay to Level 4, whilst all other areas 

remain in the same levels. 

 

Legislative background 

 

1. The UK Coronavirus Act 2020 received Royal Assent on 25 March 2020. Under that 

Act, the Scottish Government made regulations (in force from 26 March) to implement 

physical distancing and impose restrictions on gatherings, events and operation of business 

activity. From 14 September they were replaced by the Health Protection (Coronavirus) 

(Restrictions and Requirements) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. From 9 October those 

regulations were suspended and replaced by the Health Protection (Coronavirus) Restrictions 

and Requirements) (Additional Temporary Measures) (Scotland) Regulations 2020. A new 

levels-based approach was introduced on 2 November, when the Health Protection 

(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 

(“the principal regulations”) came into force and revoked the previous regulations. 

 

Policy Objectives  

  

Adjustments to allocation of levels 

 

2. The Regulations amend the current allocation of levels in the Isle of Barra and Isle of 

Vatersay, moving them from Level 3 to Level 4. This change is necessary as a result of recent 

data indicating rising numbers of positive cases in the Isle of Barra and Isle of Vatersay. This 

tightening of restrictions is therefore required to manage this increased occurrence and risk of 

Coronavirus transmission. At this time it is important to ensure that the reduction in social 

activity that was prevalent prior to the outbreak is maintained, especially with some of those 

isolating coming out of their isolation period during this week. Moving these areas to Level 4 

also ensures that financial support for businesses is accessible, which is not the case for all 

businesses in the current self-imposed lockdown. No other changes have been made to the 

allocation of levels at this time, and the rest of the Na h-Eileanan Siar local government area 

is remaining in level 3.    
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Consultation  

 

3. There has been no public consultation in relation to this instrument. The Scottish 

Government has informally consulted with the industry bodies affected. 

 

Impact Assessments 

 

4. An Island Communities Impact Assessment has been prepared for this instrument. 

Other Impact Assessments have not been prepared. Impact Assessments have been prepared 

previously to assess the impact of the restrictions within levels, these are published alongside 

the relevant Regulations. The provisions are however subject to strict obligations on the 

Scottish Government to review their necessity. 

 

Scottish Government 

Directorate for Constitution and Cabinet 

19 January 2021 
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COVID-19 Committee 
 

Tuesday 26 January 2020 
 

SPICe COVID Update Paper 
 

Introduction 
This note provides links to a selection of sites with the latest available data, charts and 
interactive maps on COVID-19 in Scotland, plus wider health and wider social and 
economic indicators. 

Updates 
• Scottish Government  - latest protection levels; daily data for Scotland and 

analysis of the epidemic as at 4 January 2021 behind the decision to move to 
lockdown.  

• Vaccinations data – published on the Public health Scotland COVID-19 
statistical report from 23 December onwards. 

SPICe levels information 
• SPICe – blogs on local protection levels, cases at a local level and latest 

available data on testing, deaths, hospital admissions, and NHS absences, and 
blog on protection (NB please open using google chrome). 

• Public Health Scotland - Daily dashboard (includes daily update, cases by 
neighbourhood, trends and demographics, and data table). 

• Public Health Scotland - Wider health impacts dashboard - includes analysis 
of summary trends (e.g. hospital admissions, ambulance figures, excess 
deaths), cardiovascular statistics, child health, mental health and pregnancy.  

• Scottish Government four harms interactive dashboard – provides data and 
visuals on a range of indicators relating to the four harms: direct impact of 
COVID-19, other health effects, economic effects and social impacts.  

• Improvement Service -  Dashboard on economic impacts  in Scotland. 
• Transport Scotland - Information on transport trends and public attitudes 

towards transport for the pandemic period.   

Further Background 
• SPICe blogs – links to key sources and timeline.   
• Scottish Government equality evidence finder.  
• Public Health Scotland – Open Data includes analysis by age, sex, are and 

deprivation.  And  Weekly report (NB: published Wednesdays). 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-daily-data-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-state-of-the-epidemic-in-scotland-4-january-2021/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/11/02/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2021/01/19/coronavirus-covid-19-which-neighbourhoods-have-the-most-cases/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/11/06/coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland-latest-data/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/11/06/coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland-latest-data/
https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/our-areas-of-work/covid-19/
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/
https://data.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/is-covid-economic-impact
https://www.transport.gov.scot/publications/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/11/06/coronavirus-covid-19-constituency-support-updated-19-march-2020/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/11/06/timeline-of-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland/
http://www.equalityevidence.scot/
https://www.opendata.nhs.scot/dataset/covid-19-in-scotland
https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
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• Scottish Government (as at 28 October) – Allocations of Levels to local 
authorities from Monday 2 November (including modelling paper/slide pack). 

• SPICe blog - Coronavirus (COVID-19): Vaccinations in Scotland – latest data 
provide breakdowns of who has been vaccinated by age, sex, health board and 
eligibility criteria.  

 

Summary of Indicators 

Due to the decision to move to lockdown there is no weekly protection level document 
published. We have provided analysis of the number of cases by 100,000 of the 
population and test positivity by local authority. The data in the following charts are 
based on the methodology used by Public Health Scotland in their daily dashboard. 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-allocation-of-levels-to-local-authorities/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2021/01/25/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccinations-in-scotland-latest-data/
https://public.tableau.com/profile/phs.covid.19#!/vizhome/COVID-19DailyDashboard_15960160643010/Overview
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Simon Wakefield and Andrew Aiton, SPICe; (26 January 2021) 
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